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Letter from Germany 

from M. Hanschko to a friend 

--- 

Dear Friend! 

 I am still healthy which goes for my 

wife and daughter, as well, and I hope the 

same goes also for you and yours. I work 

for the German railroad as barrier 

attendant at Post 111 near Schleife and still 

live in the same house. We had bad 

harvests during the war years from 1914 

till 1922, inclusive, and inflation has been 

increasing year after year. Still, wages are 

high – but not in gold and silver, it’s all 

paper but, enough of it to be satisfactory. 

The American dollar yields 551 paper 

marks. There are a lot of Americans in 

Germany now and they are living cheaper 

here than at home. 

 I was visited by Mr. Georg Seiler on 

the 8
th
 of July and he engaged in the 

pleasure of searching for mushrooms, 

something he can’t do in Texas. Seiler and 

Sprejitz have been here since May but I 

was not aware of this. I haven’t seen 

Sprejitz yet. Seiler is healthy and strong 

and walks well and, he likes it here. Fresh 

air and good water, beer and schnapps are 

still available here and there is plenty to 

eat, if you have the money. – Still, things 

are not as they were before the war and 

won’t be for some time. Some have 

enriched themselves by the war and others, 

mostly elderly and children, are left to 

hunger. Young women who run short on 

housekeeping money complain that the old 

cheapskate is holding back. There are 

cases where old women, even though they 

have plenty of money, will not buy enough 

because prices are too high, in their 

opinion, and will die of malnutrition, 

leaving a lot of money to be found later. 

Two such cases occurred in Slamen near 

Spremberg. 
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 Trade and industry are thriving, at the 

moment. Finished goods are mostly 

destined for offshore destinations and all 

hotels are filled up with foreign buyers. 

 Much cloth is made here in Spremberg 

and as soon as an item is finished, it’s paid 

for and away it goes whereas, there is 

unemployment in other countries. 

 Workers earn a lot of money. But those 

not working do not fare well because there 

is nothing to be had for just a few pennies. 

– So, dear friend send a reply. You may 

give this letter to John Proske for reprint in 

the Volksblatt.  

       M. Hantschko 

 

Translated by John Buerfeind  
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